




a strong foundation  
for the future,  
a family for life





Fettes College is uniquely situated in 
extensive grounds and woodland close  
to the heart of Edinburgh, and enjoys  
a reputation as one of the pre-eminent  
co-educational boarding schools in the UK.





fettes college is a remarkable school with a long history 
of providing opportunities for people from all backgrounds.  
The College has a tradition of excellence in academic, sporting 
and cultural activities and we encourage our pupils to stretch and 
challenge themselves in everything they undertake. 

Our pupils benefit from the wide range of activities they can enjoy 
in our beautiful grounds as well as being able to take advantage of 
the proximity of the centre of Edinburgh and the outdoors beyond. 

Happy children learn. They need to have the freedom to learn 
about themselves, to develop confidence in their abilities and to 
understand how to work alongside others. We are conscious of the 
challenges that young people face and do our utmost to ensure a 
stable, caring community. We want our pupils to feel valued as 
individuals and fully supported in achieving their best.

We hope to ensure that our students leave Fettes as kind, 
interesting, independent minded individuals who are willing to take 
on responsibility and motivated to contribute to society. We aim for 
them to have the strongest possible foundations for their future.

Do come and visit the College so that you can experience for 
yourself the energy and enthusiasm of our staff and pupils.

geoffrey stanford
headmaster, fettes college

WELCOME





fettes college has over 5,000 old fettesians who remain 
in touch with us for one very compelling reason: being educated 
at Fettes was one of the most important and beneficial aspects of  
their lives. 

Fettes is where their confidence was built, horizons broadened, 
talents nurtured and lifelong friendships made; where they achieved 
exam success, broke sporting records, were inspired by teachers and 
learnt the skills which would equip them for later life. 

Fettes is where they were enthused, praised and encouraged 
to work hard and achieve the very best they could, while being 
surrounded by like-minded peers and caring staff. 

To this day, a Fettes education is an incredible start to life.

WHY FETTES?

“A sense of independence, the 
ability to talk confidently 
to any age group and 
communicate your ideas 
effectively are life skills which 
set Old Fettesians apart.”



“The care and commitment shown to my 
children was outstanding. Because of this, 
they developed a real sense of self-worth.”







fettes is renowned for the quality of education we provide which 
naturally includes superb academic results across GCSE, A Levels 
and the IB. We are by no means an academic hot-house but we do 
believe that with expert tuition and encouragement, all students can 
maximise their intellectual potential. 

Our aim is to make every lesson informative and stimulating, to 
inspire a passion for learning and a deep, thorough understanding 
of each subject. Fettes has a high calibre of academic staff who are 
experts in their field; they are supportive, dedicated to their students 
and committed to getting the very best from each individual. 

Developing self-motivation and determination to work hard 
is just as important as academic results – the ethos at Fettes is 
very much about the pupils challenging themselves and working 
diligently to achieve their goals.

MAXIMISING ACADEMIC POTENTIAL

“My teachers offer a unique 
support system that allows me 
to excel in the subjects I love 
and succeed in the ones I just 
like; their enthusiasm, passion 
and genuine interest is what 
makes them exceptional.”



“I felt that at Fettes I was always 
striving to do my best and would get 
help to achieve it if needed. Everyone 
else was in the same position which 
made it much easier to try and do well.”







the care and welfare of our students is fundamentally 
important to us as we know that only a happy, supported child will 
truly flourish.

Each boarding house is a network, a collaborative group of pupils 
and House staff looking after each other; helping, encouraging and 
simply being there when needed. Each boarding house (four for  
boys and four for girls) is of central importance to the life of our 
students; lifelong friendships are made, trust is fostered and loyalty 
forged. One Old Fettesian described life in her House as “…having 
40 sisters to share everything with”. We aim to create a home from 
home. 

As well as the strong bonds made with fellow housemates, it is 
the commitment and devotion of Housemasters, Housemistresses, 
Tutors and Matrons that leaves a lasting impression. These  
individuals are dedicated to caring, nurturing and encouraging 
each of our students. They make it their duty to understand their 
personality, their quirks, their talents, their hopes and aspirations. 
Each member of the Fettes staff fulfils a unique role in the 
educational, moral and social care of your children to ensure their 
time with us is a positive, thriving, happy one.

CARE AND SUPPORT

“For any pupil and former pupil 
the sense of belonging is hard 
to describe. The friends and 
memories that you make at 
Fettes are with you for life.”



“I look back on the sense of community 
and togetherness that the House system 
fostered in each of us, and appreciate 
how lucky we were to grow up in such a 
fun and thriving environment.”







a fettes education means so much more than academic success. 
The skills and talents of each of our students are recognised and 
rewarded, whether that be in the classroom, on the sports field, in 
the concert hall, on the stage or in the gallery. We are incredibly 
proud of the level and variety of our students’ achievements – a true 
reflection of an all-round education. 

Fettes provides a wide range of opportunities, experiences and 
facilities in order to spark an interest and ignite a passion for a 
subject or activity never before considered. We actively encourage all 
of our students to give everything a go – unless they try what is on 
offer, they may never know what they could have achieved, people 
they could have met or fun they could have had. 

Our students have access to over 20 sports, over 40 extracurricular 
activities and a full and varied programme over the weekend too. 
From Chess to Cookery, Gardening to Archery, Car Mechanics to 
Film-making, these extracurricular activities broaden skill-sets as 
well as introducing students to new friends throughout the College.

UNCOVERING TALENTS

“My time at Fettes was not  
just an education, but a 
journey of discovery.” 



“Fettes provided me with a range  
of new experiences that enriched  
my education, while engendering 
confidence and self-reliance.”







life at fettes is securely founded on strong family values. 
Individuality is praised, cultures are embraced and unique talents 
appreciated. We expect all of our students to be polite, well-
mannered, smartly turned out and considerate of others at all times. 

The Chapel is the heart of the College, and the daily Chapel 
services form the core of the moral and spiritual guidance our 
students. Our Chaplain, the Headmaster, pupils and visiting 
speakers lead these services covering a wide range of moral, 
educational and social topics. This is a time in the day to reflect, be 
quiet and contemplate the day ahead. Members of other faiths and 
those with no faith are warmly welcomed, and this is reflected in the 
tolerant and questioning character of the College. 

Students are encouraged to not lose sight of the needs of others 
at school, or of those in our wider community, so naturally there 
are many opportunities to help others. Students are fully involved 
in choosing the charities we support and are encouraged to 
develop a long-term relationship with these charities and a lifelong 
commitment to philanthropy.

A STRONG MORAL CODE

“I was inspired by the respectful 
attitude towards faith – that 
it was fine to feel strong in 
one’s faith, whilst being able to 
respect the faiths of others.”



“At Fettes I did not just learn,  
I learnt how to learn. This set  
me up for university and beyond.”







at fettes we often say how proud we are to be Scottish and 
we fully embrace all that Scotland has to offer us whilst retaining a 
confident, global outlook. 

Our location in the heart of Scotland’s capital city provides an 
exhilarating array of cultural facilities – world-class galleries, 
theatres, and sporting venues. Only a short drive away lies the 
magnificent Scottish countryside, giving students the freedom to 
sail, climb, walk, ski and cycle. 

Culturally, a large number of our students join the Pipes and 
Drums, kilts are worn on special occasions, Burns Night and  
St Andrew’s Day are celebrated and students learn Scottish Country 
Dancing throughout their time at Fettes. 

We are however very much preparing our students for life in a 
global society: their aspirations should be worldwide, university 
options international and experiences rich and varied. With the 
core skills they learn, they are equipped to live, work and succeed 
anywhere in the world. 

PROUDLY SCOTTISH, PROUDLY GLOBAL

“Fettes can best be described as a 
large, worldwide family which 
continues to provide support 
and advice for life.”



“Fettes was about so much more than 
getting a good set of exam results,  
and for that I am grateful.”







self-expression helps young adults to explore and understand 
the world around them, gain confidence and think creatively. From 
enthusiastic amateurs to those considering a future career, we 
provide the opportunity, expertise and encouragement to be brave, 
bold and creative. 

Our Art Department enjoys an excellent reputation; the Artist 
in Residence enthuses and inspires, life classes challenge, History 
of Art is discussed in-depth while photography and ceramics 
are mastered. The Art School is open during the evenings and at 
weekends so work can progress when inspiration hits. 

Our Drama Department is of an exceptional standard, often 
performing plays and musicals deemed too challenging for schools. 
We stage a minimum of six full-length plays each year, as well as 
numerous shorter pieces. For those who prefer working behind the 
scenes, they can write, direct or produce, design the set or costumes 
or engineer the sound and lights. 

Rarely do you walk around the corridors of Fettes without 
hearing music – the Chapel organ, instrumental practice or a snippet 
of a singing lesson. With more than half of our students taking 
instrumental lessons, there are three orchestras and four choirs, 
informal Coffee Concerts alongside invitational performances at 
places such as Westminster Abbey. From classical to choral, rock 
to jazz, traditional music to musical theatre, we have the expertise 
and passion to guide our students in whatever direction their talents 
take them.

THE ARTS

“I came to Fettes having never 
stood on a stage or performed 
in front of an audience; I was 
encouraged to try and when  
I did, I was mesmerised.”



“There were so many opportunities 
for self-expression; creativity and 
independent thinking was always 
encouraged.”







fettes is historically renowned as one of the great nurseries 
of Scottish rugby, producing over sixty internationals and this 
commitment to and passion for sport is still very much alive today. 

Our facilities are plentiful and state-of-the-art with a wealth of 
grass pitches, astros, shooting range, climbing wall, competition 
sized pool, squash courts, tennis courts, fitness and conditioning 
suites all on campus. There are very few sports which cannot be 
pursued at Fettes: racket players can enjoy tennis, squash and 
badminton; ball players have rugby, hockey, lacrosse, cricket, 
netball, basketball and rounders. If students would like to try 
fencing, sailing, aerobics, horse-riding, skiing, self-defence or table 
tennis, they are all available along with many others. 

Sport is an integral part of a healthy and active lifestyle with 
core skills such as teamwork, communication, agility and strategy 
being developed along the way. Whether they are in the 1st team 
or the 5th, we expect students to show just as much commitment, 
determination and drive. We absolutely believe in home-growing 
our sporting talent and developing their abilities in a controlled,  
safe way by maximising fitness and minimising injury. 

For those especially talented in sport, we have an Elite Athlete 
Programme which give students detailed advice on training, 
nutrition and mental preparation. We are proud of the breadth of 
success that our pupils achieve across a number of disciplines with 
many representing their city, region or country.

SPORT

“I played a wide range of sports 
with varying degrees of success 
and I can safely say that the 
camaraderie and friendships 
created were just as important 
as the winning.”



“I took advantage of everything I could, 
but particularly sport – inter-school 
or inter-house – and there was always 
something to compete in.”

“I captained the house rugby team to 
victory against all odds and it was a 
transformative experience. I understood 
what can be achieved by a group of 
people of modest ability when they have 
a sense of shared purpose developed 
through mutual trust.”







at fettes college we pride ourselves on the confident, well-
mannered young adults we produce, with the Sixth Form playing 
a vital role in their development. Students in the final two years of 
Fettes College are encouraged to develop their leadership skills, 
independence and maturity as well as successfully completing their 
chosen curriculum (A Level or the IB Diploma). 

There is a wealth of opportunity for students in the Sixth Form 
to take on new roles of responsibility and put into practice the 
leadership training they have received thus far. 

All final year students live in our co-educational Upper Sixth 
boarding House: Craigleith. Craigleith is akin to university halls of 
residence with en-suite study bedrooms, a library, kitchen, laundry, 
resource centre and social areas. Students are encouraged to become 
more independent and self-reliant as they are allowed the freedom to 
take a greater degree of responsibility for themselves, their work and 
their social lives. 

Although students are expected to plan their own study regimes, 
clean their own clothes, start to cook for themselves and socialise 
with the whole year group, this is all done under the watchful eye 
of the Housemaster and Housemistress as well as resident tutors  
and matron. Any help and guidance that is required is readily 
available and if valuable lessons of time management are not being 
learnt, students are supported and encouraged until they get the 
balance right.

SIXTH FORM

“The tremendous effort and 
dedication of the entire staff  
is a priceless asset.”



“Fettes taught me so many other things 
which were not necessarily a subject in 
the curriculum. Friendship, camaraderie, 
understanding and team work.”







many skills and experiences useful for a future career will be 
nurtured at Fettes. Our focus is not simply on making students 
thrive and succeed at Fettes but on equipping them fully for their life 
after school, at university and beyond.

We believe that vital skills such as time management, interview 
techniques and presentation skills set Fettesians apart: a much 
needed point of differentiation when they start on their chosen 
career path. 

We provide sophisticated in-house advice on application for 
higher education, whether it be for British universities or further 
afield. In the highly competitive world of university applications, we 
are able to provide impartial, tailored advice which will maximise 
the chances of students achieving their first university choice.  
We can also offer guidance on how to broaden your experience by 
taking a GAP year between school and university.

Our groundbreaking mentoring scheme utilises the worldwide 
connections of all Old Fettesians as well as current and past parents. 
This network is only available to Fettes pupils and will provide 
access to expert advice, long-term mentoring and networking 
opportunities across an enviable range of industries and careers. 
Fettes is after all a family for life.

LIFE AFTER FETTES

“Fettes taught me to give 
everything a go, to do my very 
best and to think for myself,  
but most importantly I feel –  
to think of the future.”



“The transition to university was easy 
and the culture of making the most of 
everything has enabled me to have a 
rich and fulfilled life so far.”







fettes college firmly believes that every talented student 
should be able to receive a Fettes education and all the benefits 
and opportunities it presents. To ensure that fees are not a barrier, 
we offer means-tested bursarial support as well as a wide range of 
Scholarships and Awards. 

Scholarships and Awards are made to those candidates who 
demonstrate high ability and potential in one subject or in a group 
of related subjects as well as those who perform well in all subjects. 
Scholarships and Awards can cover up to 10% of the fees. 

Means-tested bursaries are available to all applicants who pass 
the Fettes Entrance Exams and require financial support. 

Fettes College Scholarships and Awards include All-rounder 
awards, Sport, Music, Piping and Art Scholarships. 

Further information can be found in the Fettes College Handbook.

SCHOLARSHIPS AND BURSARIES

“A Fettes Scholarship gave me 
the opportunity to become a 
Fettesian, so in this sense it 
meant everything to me and 
drove me on…”



Thank you to all the pupils, parents and Old Fettesians  
who provided the quotes used throughout this book. 

The Governors of the Fettes Trust (Fettes College) is a registered Scottish charity, No:SC017489
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